LACOB Minutes
Thursday, November 18, 2010
9:00 am BA 524

Present:   Baker, Lori; Brandt, Maria; Brodersen, Lyn; Butler, Corey; Gehle, Vaughn; Nelson, Linda; Thomas, Will

Absent:    Sanchez-Aizcorbe, Alejandro
Guests:    Provost Beth Weatherby; Carmody, Pat

Approval of Minutes
· Corey Butler moved to approve the minutes from the November 4 meeting.  Vaughn Gehle seconded.  Motion carried.  
Discussion about the LAC Draft and Related Advising Issues
· Provost Weatherby led a discussion of the newest draft of the LAC document.  She suggested that the introductory paragraph be run past members of the LAC Transformation Committee, simply to make sure that they had never drafted any other language.  Pat suggested that we code the Major Capstone course with an (M) code so that students can do effective searches for the particular class.  Beth asked that Pat review the document for proper coding placement.  She also suggested that we add other University graduation requirements to the end of the document, and to insert a link to more detailed information about the requirements.
· Pat Carmody shared notes on the document with the Committee.  Provost Weatherby suggested that a small task force focused on advising issues be established to ensure constant communication of the new LAC requirements and other advising issues.  Pat presented information on the new DARS report and how LAC courses will be counted within DARS.  There is still an issue with Foreign Language; it needs to remain under Goal 8.  Pat indicated that we really need to have 2 courses under Goal 5 and 2 courses under Goal 6.  This would make the LAC 44 credits instead of 41.  We also need to insist on students taking one course per discipline in each respective goal area.
· Provost Weatherby suggested that we call the LAC the Liberal Education Program.  This moniker is in keeping with AAC&U’s language.  Corey Butler, Lori Baker, Linda Nelson, and Pat Carmody will work together on finalizing a draft to present to Faculty Assembly.
· Pat will present this advising information at Professional Development Day on January 6, 2011. 
Discussion of CAT Training
· Corey Butler, Lyn Brodersen, and Maria Brandt talked about the CAT training they attended in Newport, RI last week.  They spoke with the Committee about testing FYS sections during spring term, and what that testing design may look like.  We talked about testing four of the seven sections at that time.  Corey will talk the FYS instructors to find volunteers to administer the test, and will discuss potential testing windows.

Approval of LAC Courses
· Vaughn reported that the Curriculum Committee has suggested that change our manner of approval for LAC courses.  LACOB would make a recommendation (positive, with reservations, or with no recommendation) about the proposed course and then forward the course to Curriculum Committee for final approval.
CTL Grants
· There was discussion about two available CTL Grants: one for campus faculty development and one for state-wide discipline workshops.  Lyn Brodersen indicated that she would be willing to help write a CTL proposal if there are faculty interested in pursuing funds for professional development for FYS faculty, faculty interested in teaching the Contemporary Issues Seminar, or curriculum related to a specific discipline within the LAC.  Corey Butler said that he would discuss the availability of these grants with the FYS instructors.
Other
· Corey Butler moved to adjourn.   Maria Brandt seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10: 23 am.

Respectfully submitted by Lyn Brodersen




 

